
Summer Reading Assignment              Adv. English 10 
 
All students must read Mid Summer Night’s Dream   by William Shakespeare.  Expect a test over the play 
the 3rd day of school. 
Advanced English 10 students must read one of the two books named below: 

 
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens  
or  
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
 
For purposes of introduction on the 2nd day of school, memorize one quotation from the novel or play 
and explain why it had meaning for you.  (worth one homework credit) 
 
Then, complete one option for either the Dickens or Austen text.  This assignment is due on the 3rd day of 
school. Writing projects should be three to five pages in length, double-spaced, Arial, Courier, or Calibri 
font, size 12 pt. It should be in MLA format and include a Works Cited page. 
 
All papers should contain a 3-point thesis statement and be organized accordingly.  
 
 
Choose one option below:  
 
A Tale of Two Cities:  
Option #1 Literary Analysis 
In a literary analysis, explain how one of the following motifs contributes to the theme of A Tale of Two 
Cities: (a) footsteps, (b) shadows, or (c) doubles (such as the twin Evremonde brothers, Dr. Manette’s two 
personalities, the resemblance between Darnay and Carton, and the two cities of London and Paris). As you 
give examples for your analysis, be certain to use parenthetical citations to reference the page numbers where 
the information is located. 
 
Option #2 Critical Analysis 
In the France of A Tale of Two Cities, one evil results in another evil, but the end of the novel suggests that 
the forces of good will ultimately prevail. Write an essay showing how a character of your choice from the 
novel illustrates the novel’s concluding theme. In your analysis, consider your character’s personality, 
experiences, and the changes he or she goes through in the course of the novel.  When you use specific 
examples from the text, you are to use parenthetical citations indicating the page where these examples are 
given. 
 
 
Pride and Prejudice 
 
Option #3 Pride and Prejudice was originally titled First Impressions.  Discuss how both these titles relate to 
the main themes in the book.  For example, how do the prejudices that the characters have influence their 
decisions of marriage?  Why is pride so important to the characters?  What are influential first impressions in 
the novel, and how do they affect the characters?   When you give examples to support your assertions, 
include parenthetical citations showing the page reference for the example. 
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CATEGORY Unacceptable Nearing Proficiency Acceptable Outstanding 
Content Has too few 

examples or no 
parenthetical 
references. 35 
pts. 

Supports with few specific 
examples with 
parenthetical references. 
40 pts. 

Supports with 
adequate 
specific 
examples with 
parenthetical 
references. 45 
pts. 

Supports with 
many specific 
examples with 
parenthetical 
references. 50 
pts. 

Grammar/Mechanics/Spelling Many errors--no 
evidence of 
proofreading. 10 
pts. 

Several errors. 15 pts. Few errors. 20 
pts. 

Almost no 
errors. 25 pts. 

MLA Format More than 5 
errors. 4 pts. 

4-5 errors. 6 pts. 2-3 errors. 8 
pts. 

0-1 errors. 10 
pts. 

Thesis Is unclear or does 
not exist. 2 pts. 

Is clear, but does not 
predict the paper's 
organization. 3 pts. 

Is clear and 
predicts the 
paper's 
organization. 4 
pts. 

Is clear, free 
from 
grammatical 
errors, and 
predicts th 
paper's 
organization. 5 
pts. 

Sentence Variety Very little or no 
variety in 
sentence 
structure. 4 pts. 

Varies sentence structure 
somewhat. 6 pts. 

Varies 
sentence 
structure. 8 
pts. 

Uses much 
sentence 
variety. 10 pts. 

 


